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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Are you looking for...
• A work environment that is clean and comfortable with opportunities 

for advancement?
• An opportunity to work directly with world-class technology and 

tools?
• A company experiencing long term stability and 

rapid growth?
• Interaction with high tech companies worldwide?
• A company offering superior employee benefi ts including a family 

health insurance plan of minimal cost to you ($13.50 per week)?

Digi-Key may be a good fi t for you!
Digi-Key Corporation is currently seeking 
candidates to fi ll a variety of positions.

Apply online at

www.digikey.com/careers
Digi-Key is an Equal Opportunity and Affi rmative Action Employer
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ACHIEVE GREAT THINGS!

Vol. XIII, Issue 01 - Spring 2010Focus
A Newsletter for Alumni, Staff and Friends

Congratulations
To The

Hall of Fame Recipients

Gerald Jorgenson
Class of 1959

David Forkenbock
(Deceased)

Class of 1961

Jeff Hamerlinck
Class of 1984

Kelly Swanson
Class of 1992



Our Mission: The Thief River Falls Education Foundation exists to promote innovative
educational opportunities in School District #564 through partnerships involving alumni,
parents, educators, businesses, and the greater community.
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Contact Information
Thief River Falls
Education Foundation
230 LaBree Avenue South
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
218-681-8711, ext. 228
email: foundation@
trfeducationfoundation.com
www.trfeducationfoundation.com

Mailing Notice
and Address Correction
The high cost of printing and
mailing the newsletter makes
your dues increasingly important.
Please send in your dues at the
level that fits your situation.
Please notify us when you move
or receive a new address. Once
your newsletter is returned to us,
another one is not sent until we
receive an address update. Thank
you.

Board of Directors
Paul Ihle, President
Steve Olson

Vice-President
Dave Onkka,

Secretary/Treasurer
Gloria Bjorkman, Director
Leslie Morris, Director
Leeann Lund, Director
Del Nelson, Director
Jim Dagg, Director
Mike Barry, Director
Al Buhl, Director
David Stenson

Student Ambassador
Denise Laymon,

Executive Director
Karen Sich,

Administrative Ass’t.

The Foundation website www.trfeducationfoundation.com
offers stories of interest, photos, an archive of the monthly
newsletters, and more. If you would like to receive
the monthly online newsletter please submit your
email to: foundation@trfeducationfoundation.com
and put subscribe in the subject line.

Notables

Lincoln Senior High School
Alumni Thief River Falls

NAME

GRADUATING YEAR

CURRENT LOCATION

PERSONAL NOTES

News About You

1930s
Word has been received that

Gladys (Johnson) Larson (32) passed
away October 3, 2009.

Word has been received that
Esther (Doran) Miller (35) passed
away April 23, 2009 at the age of 93
years.

Anne Hermanson Wells (36)
passed away October 7, 2009. She
was married to Lloyd Wells of
Goodridge, where she also grew up.
They both worked their entire mar-
ried lives in the aircraft industry in
San Diego. They had 3 children, 2 of
which are still living. There also are
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.
1940s

Helen Grinde Brown (40) Fresno,
CA, is still traveling some--to Oregon
in April and to Hawaii in January.
“Life is good.”

Virginia Baird Kiser (42)
Ooltewah, TN, enjoys hearing from
any of her friends. She spends most
of her time shopping and “piddlin.’”

Sofie Larson Graham (44) passed
away at her home in Carbondale, IL,
in February 2009.

Laura Jorde LaPointe (44)
Rochester, MN, and her husband, Ed
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on July 2. They are still
able to go to Fountain Hills, AZ for
the winter.

Dr. Wallace Drotts (45) Citrus
Heights, CA, is a retired Presbyterian

Pastor who has 11 grandchildren. He
appreciates his time at Lincoln High
School and Mr. Claffey & Mr. Bye.

Birdell (Randorf) Wangsmo (45)
Tacoma, WA. Her husband, Paul,
passed away in December 2009.
They were married 52 years and he
always enjoyed her class reunions in
TRF.

Word has been received that
Marven D. “Ninsk” Carlson (46) has
passed away.

Marjorie A. (Swanson) Johnson
(46) St. James, MN, turned 80 in
2009. She has two new hips and two
new knees so she is good to go!

Maynard Wedul (48) and his wife,
Rosalee, sold their farm south of
Thief River Falls and have moved to
Lake City, MN. They would enjoy vis-
iting with anyone coming through.

Luann (Dempster) Copeland (48)
Delavan, WI, is looking forward to a
celebration of her 1948 classmates
80th birthdays. The party will be in
TRF the 3rd Saturday of July 2010. It
will be a fun time for all.
1950s

Robert “Bob” & Ivadell “Ivy”
(Taggart) Myhrer (50) Lakeland, FL,
continue to enjoy retirement and
involvement in their grandchildren’s
lives as well as participation in
church-related activities.

Word has been received that
Virgil V. Mikkelsen (50) passed away
Nov. 15, 2009. He was an avid giver
to education.

Betty (Ose) Valtinson (50) Fridley,
MN, thought the 1950-1955 reunion
in Minneapolis last summer was
delightful. She is looking forward to
the All School Reunion in 2012.

Margaret (Langelett) Dawson (54)
Mankato, MN, is still volunteering for
the Red Cross, helping elderly peo-
ple, crocheting articles to be given to
need veterans and other people. She
is enjoying her children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren that
live around Mankato.

Darlene Wold Nebel (55) Andover,
MN, is still enjoying her grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.

Jan Hunt (57) Woodbury, MN,
attended Lincoln High School 1953-
56 and moved to Missouri in 1957,
his senior year. His wife, Karen, grad-
uated from Harding High School in
St. Paul in 1961.

Betty Nelson Peppell (57)
Honolulu, HI, keeps very busy play-
ing tennis, tap dancing, doing yoga
and tai chi. She took a trip around the
world in May. “Life is good.”

Gary Rolandson (58) Rosemount,
MN, and his wife, MaryAnn travel,
garden and enjoy their children and
grandchildren. He also enjoys hunt-
ing, fishing, golfing and repairing
and painting cars as a collector.

Beverley Hornseth Rongen (58)
Westport, WA, continues to enjoy liv-
ing at the beach. She recently got
back from an extended trip to Chile,
Argentina and Uruguay. She trav-
eled around Cape Horn in extremely

calm waters.
Irene Johnson Kinna (59)

Footville, WI, continues to live in the
village and enjoys traveling and gar-
dening.
1960s

James F. Sherack (61) Savage,
MN, is semi-retired now. He and his
wife, Jane, are managing a senior
apartment complex called Glendale
Place.

Katherine Hruby Langstraat (63)
White Bear Lake, MN, retired in
January and is enjoying every
minute.

Nancy Newton McGraw (63)
Hutchinson, MN, is still enjoying
retirement!

Larry D. Peterson (67) Richmond,
MN, is semi-retired, working 3 days a
week as Superintendent of Schools,
Eden Valley-Watkins, MN.
1970s

Jeff Schmitz (79) has lived in
Warroad and worked at Marvin
Windows & Doors for 24 years.
Following high school sports is still
part of his past time.
1980s

John Forsberg (80) Marysville,
WA, has been at ATSMRO Everett,
WA, for over 17 years. He is looking
forward to his 30-year class reunion.
He is happily married since 2005 to
Linette Olson of TRF. He graduated
Aviation Maintenance Technology in
1990 and has been out west ever
since fixing the big jets.

News About You – Alumni and Friends

Tired of looking at those old
clothes in the back of the closet?
Have boxes of unwanted vintage arti-
cles that you do not know what to do
with? Lincoln High Schools theater
department and drama club would
LOVE to help you out. We are look-
ing for old hats, purses, gloves,
shoes, suits, dresses, wigs, cos-
tumes, jewelry, Prowler wear, odd
household goods, old radios, phono-
graphs, and anything else you are
willing to part with. If we can not find
a use for it, we will find someone
who can. The best part, not only will
you be helping LHS, but your dona-

tion is tax
deductible. Also, if
you find you need a
costume for an
upcoming event, you
can always contact
us. We would be
glad to help you in
return.

Show your
Prowler spirit but cleaning out your
closets, attics, basements, and crawl
spaces today!

For more information or drop off
times, contact Rosaline Groven at
681-7432, ext 116.

The class of 1940 held their 69th reunion
September 25, 2009 at the Best Western Inn.
Classmates include, seated left to right: Doris
Hostvet Peterson, Dolores “Dode” Votava
Wilson, Mathilda “Tillie” Paulson Gebhardt,
Marion Holmen wold and doril Carlson
Stromberg. Standing: Owen Scramstad,
Rodney Brodin, Kenneth Ose, Arthur
Buringrud and Clifford Vigness.

Show Your Spirit

Nearly 100 years ago, philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie, believing in real and permanent good, offered
the City of Thief River Falls the sum of $12,500 to build a
public library. The City met Mr. Carnegie's requirements
by matching this with $4,848 in local funding and built the
stately Carnegie Library building that still stands at the
corner of Main Ave and 1st Street.

A "Save the Carnegie Library" campaign has been
started with the goal of restoring the Carnegie to its orig-
inal grandeur and making it an integral part of the com-
munity. The cost to do this is not insignificant, but we
believe that coupled with a goal to make this building a
valuable community resource, its restoration will pay
huge dividends.

The estimated cost to restore the Carnegie Library
building is $900,000. The City was awarded a $99,000
Legacy Grant in the first round of funding from the
Minnesota Historical Society. This grant, when combined
with current pledges of more than $350,000 means a total
of $450,000 to start this project. We are half-way there!

The architect for the project is Michael J. Burns
(MJBA) from Fargo, specializing in historic restorations
and preservation. MJBA also worked on the TRF Soo Line
Depot, which is now City Hall. Restoration of the Carnegie
will begin in September.

All donations are appreciated and tax deductible.
Donations of $200 and above will be recognized. For
more information, go to http://thiefriver.revtrak.net

Save the Carnegie Library Campaign

Lincoln High School
Class of 2010

May 28, 2010 • 7:00 p.m.

Ralph Engelstad Arena

Class Flower: Blue Rose

Class Colors: Black and Silver

Class Motto
To accomplish great things, we

must not only act, but also dream;
not only plan, but also believe.

August 26, 2010
4:00 - 9:00 P.M.

RALPH ENGELSTAD ARENA
Thief River Falls

Keynote Speaker
Jill Blashack Strahan

Founder and CEO of

Co-hosted by the TRF Education Foundation and Hospice of the Red River Valley
Used with Permission, c 2010, Tastefully Simple, Inc.

Enrichment

Booths

A small-town girl with big dreams. A brilliant businesswoman. And a
force to be reckoned with. Today Jill Blashack Strahan is a
captivating speaker, author and one of the nation’s lading female
entrepreneurs. Above all, she is a role model and inspiration to
thousands of people across the country.

Education Foundation
Lincoln • Franklin • Challenger

Knox • Washington • Northrop • St. Hilaire • Mark Twain

Celebrating 20 years • 1990 - 2010
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SUPPORT FORM

Name: (Maiden) LHS Class Of
Friend of Education

Spouse’s Name: (Maiden) LHS Class Of
Friend of Education

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:
�� Check here if new address 

Telephone No.: Cell No.

E-mail:

SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
�� $25 and above ~ Sustaining Supporter
�� $500 and above ~ Founder
�� $5,000 and above ~ Builder
�� $10,000 and above ~ President’s Club
�� $25,000 and above ~ Named Endowments

REMEMBER, YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Please Make Checks Payable To

Thief River Falls Education Foundation
230 LaBree Ave. South

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

� Bequests
These gifts are the simplest and
most common planned gifts
and can be set up easily. 

� Life Income Gifts

� Matching Employer’s Gift

For your convenience you can
read about planned giving
options and make gifts online at:
www.trfeducationfoundation.com

Your support to the
Foundation is important.
Becoming a supporter offers
an easy way for you to
accomplish your charitable
dreams, while enhancing
educational opportunites for
the youth.

Invest Today . . . Empower Tomorrow 

Planned Giving

Payments To Be Made
�� In Full Now $

�� Semiannually $

Beginning              , 20

Education Foundation
Lincoln • Franklin • Challenger

Knox • Washington • Northrop • St. Hilaire • Mark Twain 

Celebrating 20 years • 1990 - 2010

FILL OUT THE ENTRY FORM COMPLETELY AND ENCLOSE A PAYMENT TO
Thief River Falls Education Foundation • 230 LaBree Avenue South • Thief River Falls, MN 56701

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone E-mail

Team

For more information please call the Thief  River Falls Education Foundation 218-681-8711 ext. 228,
email: foundation@trfeducationfoundation.com or contact golf committee member: Dave Onkka 681-3157.

Thief River Falls Education Foundation Tenth Annual
SWENSON GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Monday, July 19, 2010 • Thief River Falls Golf Club • Shotgun Start at 12:00 Noon
Registration and Complimentary Lunch Prior to Start.

Format:   The Tournament is an 18 Hole Scramble. Form Your Own Four Person Team.
$60.00 Entry Fee Per Person (includes mulligans)   Members and Nonmembers

Limited to the First 72 Golfers!

PRIZES AND GAMES
This tournament is a special event hosted by the Thief River Falls Education Foundation,

a nonprofit organization, to raise and allocate funds for programs
and equipment for School District #564.
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Grants

Louise M. Fisher • Dwight Ortloff
Beverly Kays • Rudy Rude

George T. Van Rooy MD
Jeff Milender • John Fladeland
Jack Erickson • John Solheim

Robert Looker • David Forkenbrock
Classmates of 1953 • Gina Anderson

Anne Hermanson Wells
Marven  “Ninsk” Carlson
Ardith Steenerson Larson

Lawrence Grant • Dennis Severson
David Gustafson • Darrel Nelson
John Solheim • Tristen Lee-Dolan

Vivian Borsheim Biddick
Joyce Hemmestvedt Jensen

George E. Genadry
Marie Storhaug Warnecke
Anne & Ernest Johnson

Avis Bergum Lafleur • Donald Lerud
In honor of Ruth (Klein) Oen
Raymond Oen • Jeff Beste

Ruby Knutson • Jeff Milender
Janet Olson • Jerry Tygeson

Conrad Gonsorowski • Al & Phyllis Sollom
Leora E. Swanson Fields

John Schmitz • David Forkenbrock
Beatrice Svir • Agnes Baken

Nick Lockwood • Eddie Bushaw
Rick Nelson • Ruth Atcheson

Lennert L. Lorentson
Ardith Thompson Borry

Clayton Restad • Clarence Mattson
Victor & Eula Kvikstad

Helen McKercher

Helen & Raymond Ulferts
Emma Carlson Bissonette

Paul, Norman & Leonard Furuseth
Debbie Guthrie-Jones

Margaret Saetre • Rose Marie Lindquist
Margaret Williams Haymaker

Yvonne Holmos Wheadon

Ron Armstrong • William “Bill” Nohre
Gary Forsberg • Thora Skomedal

In honor of Dale & Linda Wennberg
Carl E. & Emma Johnson

Jack Scanlan • Connie Brouse Lane
Roy G. Lee • Helen Tri • John Stepan

Donald Breiland • Esther Miller

Memorials             Donations Have Been Given In Memory Or Honor Of

Scholarships

Enclosed is my tribute/gift of $ to the Thief River Falls Education Foundation

in loving remembrance of

or in celebration of

An attractive card will be sent in your name to the family of the deceased or honoree. An
acknowledgement of your gift will also be sent to you.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Please send card to:

Name

Street

City State Zip

From:

Name

Street

City State Zip

Please make checks payable to the Thief River Falls Education Foundation, a nonprofit organization.
All gifts are tax deductible.

Teddy Dorn Nursing Scholarship
Danielle Simenson & Travis Peralta
Don L. Olson Memorial Scholarship

Stephen Bates
Web Maves Family Scholarship

David Stenson

MeriJo Paschke 
Educational Scholarship

Carley Mattson
Carl and Melva Lee

Memorial Scholarship
Aaron St. George

Fred Jensen Scholarship
Brittany Guzek

David Lee Johnson
Memorial Scholarship

Raina Pederson & Dustin Myklebust
Sami Haj Business

Memorial Scholarship
Aaron St. George

Thora Skomedal Scholarship
Kristen McCullough

Loren “Bones” Stadum Athletic
Memorial Scholarship

Jessie Clark
Frances E. Eide

Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Travis Peralta & Kailey Bakken

Tony Dorn Sr. Student
Athlete Scholarship
Mariah Torgerson

& Dustin Myklebust
Ted Hellie Teaching Scholarship

Tiffany Tischer
Dr. George T. VanRooy

Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Danielle Simenson

Lincoln High School
Class of 1977 Scholarship

Emily Mosbeck

Alice and Roy Lee Scholarship
Joshua Watne

Cliff Swanson Memorial
Business Scholarship

Krystal Roy
Prowler Boys Basketball

Alumni Scholarship
Aaron Yaggie, Riley Simenson, Joshua

Watne & Jacob Langevin
Hempel Fine Arts Scholarship

Lorrisa Craigmile
Ruth Stenson

Memorial Vocal Scholarship
Rebecca Kruta

Michael Holmer
Memorial Scholarship

Michael Fortier
Dorothy M. Olson

Memorial Scholarship
Lorrisa Craigmile

Jennifer and Jolyn Vigen
“Special Education” Award

Madeline Aandal
N. Quentin and Elizabeth McBride Jones

Athletic Perseverance Award
Stephen Bates

Ralph Skay Memorial Award
Tanner Wang & Josh Watne
Leaders of Tomorrow Award

David Stenson
Margaret Saetre Leadership Award

Anne Hook

Saetre Award
The Thief River

Falls Education
Foun  dation an -
nounces the estab-
lishment of the Mar -
garet Saetre Lead -
ership Award. Mar -
garet was passionate
about her family and
her community. She
was dedicated to
community service
and was a leader in a
variety of civic organizations. Margaret
firmly believed that women needed to be
involved in the larger world of culture
and community life. She was a third gen-
eration member of the General
Federation of Women's Clubs, serving in
many capacities including Minnesota
State President from 1986-1988. Her pres-
ident's theme, “A Positive Attitude Can
Make the Difference,” speaks volumes
about Margaret's character and legacy.

The Margaret Saetre Leadership
Award was established by the family in
her memory.

Upcoming Events
Tenth Annual Swenson Golf Tournament

Monday, July 19, 2010

“Living the Life” Indoor Outdoor Tour
Saturday, July 24, 2010 • (Rain date: July 25, 2010)

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Homes on the Tour

Theresa Olson • Douglass and Kay Steiger
Doug and Pam Dallmann • Faye Auchenpaugh

“A Casual Affair” Women’s Enrichment Expo
August 26, 2010

Co-hosted by the TRF Education Foundation
and Hospice of the Red River Valley

Arizona TRF Area Get Together
Saturday, January 29, 2011

Montesa at Gold Canyon, AZ
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

The Thief River Falls Education Foundation is pleased
to announce the following grants which were approved at
the April 27, 2010 Board of Directors meeting.
• The Close-Up Program at Lincoln High School.  This pro-

gram sends students to Washington DC to see how gov-
ernment works.  

• Guest artist for “Electrify Your Strings” program.  Mark
Wood, internationally famous recording artist will work
with our orchestra students with electric violins and then
perform with the orchestra in a concert..

• Leveled Literacy Intervention Kit for grades 3-5.  This sys-
tem coordinates with the Literacy Collaborative at
Challenger and can prevent literacy difficulties before they
turn into long-term challenges.  

• SmartBoard for Health/PE Department at Lincoln High
School. The SmartBoard allows full access of computer-
based curriculum while incorporating various learning
styles by taking advantage of digital tools for differentiat-
ed instruction.  

• Vernier Labquest equipment to complete 1 classroom set
at Lincoln High School.  Ninth grade students have a
mandatory technology course and the additional equip-
ment will allow students to work in pairs rather than
groups of 4 or 5.

• iMac desktop computers for yearbook staff at Lincoln High
School.  Yearbooks are now being created and published
using an internet-based publication program and there is
a need for faster, newer computers for the yearbook staff
to use.  

• Books that focus on social-emotional development as well
as social skills at Challenger Elementary School.  These
books will help students learn appropriate coping mecha-
nisms for dealing with stress in their lives.  

• Junior Golf Program for Community Education. This pro-
gram teaches youth about good sportsmanship, etiquette,
community pride, and the skills and fundamentals of the

game of golf.   
• Mobile lab of 20 computers for Franklin Middle School.

Electronic testing required by the Minnesota Department
of Education can create scheduling conflicts for the com-
puter lab.  Classroom teachers can alleviate this problem
by using this mobile lab.  

• Digital Camera for the Alternative Learning Center.
Students will use the camera to create i-movies and
slideshows, as well as to record skits they do in their
expressive communications classes.

These grants were funded by:  Swenson Endowment,
Orin and Marge Green Endowment, Alumni Century
Endowment, Hess Family Endowment, Gene and Gretchen
Beito Endowment, Alpha Recycling, Andie and Mollie
Williamson Memorial Endowment, and private donations.

New Equipment Purchased
for Industrial Arts Program

Mark Lee, Industrial Arts
Instructor, is pictured with
Avory, a FMS student, who
poised in front ot tools that
were purchased by a gift
made in memory of Helen
McKercher by Alyce and
Kirsten Pollick.

Mark Wood Performs With LHS and FMS Orchestras
Mark Wood from the

Trans-Siberian Orchestra  is
shown working with the LHS
Orchestra. An “Electrify Your
Strings” clinic was held on
Thursday and Friday, May 6
and 7 with a special concert
held at the Lincoln High
School Auditorium Friday evening.  Wood, award-winning
composer, international recording artist, and electric violin-
ist is widely acknowledged as the premier electric rock vio-
linist of his generation.  Mark won an Emmy award for music
he composed for the Tour De France bike race on CBS-TV
and has received three additional Emmy nominations for a
variety of film and television projects, most notably for the
music for the 1999 Winter Olympics opening show.  Through
the generosity of  Don Wennberg, MD, Tom Tunberg, MD,
Darrold and Kitty Rodahl, and Gary Nereson this event was
made possible.

70th ~ Class of 1940 ~ September 24, 2010 • 1:00 p.m.
Best Western Inn

Tillie Gebhardt • 218-281-1432

62nd ~ Class of 1948
Arlene Williams Mickley  701-239-9389 • amickinmn@aol.com 

50th ~ Class of 1960 ~ July 30 - August 1, 2010
Don Stewart • 218-681-1112 • dlstewart@mncable.net 

45th Class of 1965 ~ July 30 – August 1, 2010
Pam (Hanson) Cwikla • pcwikla@msn.com

40th ~ Class of 1970 ~ July 22-25, 2010
Ruby (Seaverson) Jenson • 218-280-2886

rjjenson@mncable.net
Patty Barry • 218-686-4281

Patty Tunberg • 701-866-9188 • pattytunberg@hotmail.com

30th ~ Class of 1980 ~ August 6-8, 2010
Connie (Hedlund) Dorn • 218-686-8803

25th ~ Class of 1985 ~ August 6-7, 2010
Joe Blankenfeld • 402-536-0132 • jblankenfeld@hotmail.com

Black Cat Bar & Grill ~ $10 Per Person ~ Dress Casual

20th ~ Class of 1990 ~ July 16-17, 2010
Paul Hejlik • 218-681-2565 or 218-686-9155

paulhejlik@yahoo.com

10th ~ Class of 2000 ~ July 23-24, 2010
Misty (Bjugan) Hempel • 218-688-3056

mistyhempel@msn.com

Class Reunions

Pictured are Mark Lee and Avory
Erickson.


